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NEW YORK GROUP 

On November 6, 1958 the New York Group held its 
first meeting of the season at Magnum Photos, Ince, Mr, John 
Morris, executive editor of Marnum, opened the session by intro- 
ducing some of the staff photographers who were present - Burton 
Glinn, Ernst Haas, and Cornell Capa, Mr. Morris explained that 
Magnum was founded in 19.7 as a cooperative organizetion of free- 
lance photographers who hoped they would be "allowed to take the 
kind of pictures they wanted to take, travel widely, see their 
work pane, end be paid well for their efforts." 


Today there are 18 full-time Magnum photographers in addition 
to a small group of contributing photographers who work indepen 
ently but who have appointed. Masnum as their exclusive repre- 
sentatives, The photographers are stockholders in the company; 
they share in its profits: but have no guarantee of salary. 
Magnum's work is chiefly editorial (Life and Paris-Match are its 
biggest clients), although the company also accepts assignments 
for advertisements, phonorraph covers, exhibitions, etc, The 
staff works on specific assignment in advance, There are two 
offices: one in New York, the other in Paris, 


Magnum photographers are lmown for their extensive traveling es- 
signments and the wide range of their subject material, Techni- 
cal approach and interest in special subjectS vary greatly among 
photosraphers, None, however, is a studio photographer, The 
staff works together as a close-knit group of friends, united by 
their mutual curiosity about the world and. their desire to rée- 
port it through pictures, They believe they respond best to the 
company's atmosphere of individual freedom where they can devel- 
op a pictorial style and approach to the best of their creative 
ability. This thev feel is not so easily possible when a pho- 
torrapher is tied to one organization with less choice and range 
of picture assirenments, 


Mr, Morris explained that Macenum pictures are filed chronologi- 
cally on contact sheets, He agreed that the system was not as 
food as it might be, They have no subject files, but rely on 
the staff's stood memory, There was discussion of Mascnum's cape 
tion data, which some troup members found not sufficiently in- 
formative, Mr, Morris concurred but put the blame on lack of 
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Nall] YORK GROUP (continued) 


time end steff to provide more details, The photovzreapher free 
quently works alone on assiznment and thus is unable to cet 
more facts on the events he is shooting, 


The meetine concluded with a lively and informative account 

by Cornell Capa of his recent picture assi¢nment in Russie, 

He described some of his picture-takins difficulties, the 
problems presented by Russian censorship, and the general lack 

of freedom, He explained that when abroad Marenum photographers 
try to see events with all possible objectivity, as the "extended 
eves" of America, 


Group members agreed that it had been a sreat privilege to be 
so cordially received by the Magnum staff and to get an inside 
view of this unique firm known everywhere for the high quality 
of its work, 
-Mrs, Caroline H, Backlund 
American Heritage Publishing Co, 


WASHINGTON GROUP 

Mrs, Eileen H, Newman was the speaker at the 
Washington Sroup's first meeting of the 1958-59 season, held in 
the Whittall Pavilion, Library of Congress, November 18, 1958, 
A luncheon preceded the meeting. 


Mrs, Newman, a Picture Division member, is Audio-Visual Librarian 
at Colonial Williamsburg, She gave an account of the first ten 
years of the picture library there, Her talk was beautifully 
illustrated with slides showing examples of photographs made 
by the staff both to document the restoration and for publicity 
purposes, 
-Alice Lee Parker 
Library of Congress 
Note: 
A description of the Williamsburg picture files appeared in 
PICTURESCOPE, vol, III # 4, Dec. 1955 p.28 = Ed 


DIRECTORY NEWS 


PICTURE SOURCES: AN INTRODUCTORY LIST will be in 
print this spring although the exact publication date is not yet 
set. At this moment the manuscript is being copyedited, the 
designer has set up the typographic format and the cover design 
has been made, We plan an illustrated cover which will be quite 
different from any appearing on SLA publications to date, 


As soon as possible all members of the Picture Division will be 
notified of the exact publication date and price, Meanwhile the 
committee promises not to change the title even once more and we 
hope that before the next issue of PICTURESCOPE is out the 
Directory will be in print, 

-Mrs, Helen Faye, 

Chairman, Directory Committee 
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CONCERNING ROOK REVIEWS 

In the selection of books for review or 
listing in PICTURESCOPE the editors make no attempt to cover 
the field of pictorial publications, The publications that are 
included are chosen on the basis of their contribution to the 
knowledre of picture sources and to the handline of pictures, 
New or distinevished uses of pictures in terms of layout, credits 
or picture stories are always noted, Histories of photocraphy 
and the garden variety of "Pictorial History of--" are amply 
reviewed in the press, The editors are guided to focus attention 
on obscure or easily missed publications of professional use=- 
fulness to picture librarian and researcher, 


For those who seek a listing of major pictorial publications, we 
suggest the U. S. Copyricht Office Publication "Catalocue of 
Copyrisht Entries Works of Art, Reproductions, Prints, etc," 
(Semiannual), The last section of each issue is "A list, 
arranzed by name of author, of selected books in art and photog- 
raphy registered during the period covered by this issue, The 
list includes books which consist largely or primarily of re- 
productions, books which list or describe pvhotosraphs or works 
of art (including those devoted to the works of individual 
artists and photorraphers), and catalogs of exhibitions," 





British Historical Portraits 
A Selection from the National Portrait Gallery, Cambridge, 
Hngland, The University Press, 1957. ‘33.50 


Any portrait index is welcome - the picture researcher always 
hopes for a clue to a hitherto unreproduced original, This pub- 
lication of London's National Portrait Gallery is a particular 
delisht because it is beautifully printed, scholarly and sprichtly. 
Of the four thousand portraits in this Gallery, 382 are illustrated, 
Arranged chronolocically, the portraits rangé from Henry VI, 
stoppine for James Joyce and on to George VI, Following the 
illustrations are short biographical paragraphs that justify the 
inclusion of each personage with words of gentle humor, This 

book forms an index to a source from which photographs of the 
original portraits may be obtained, 


Burdick, J. R., ed. 
Supplement to Pioneer Post Cards, Syracuse, N.Y., Voss Litho, 
1958, 


The many collectors in this field apparently responded to Mr, 
Purdick's appeal for more information when he published his 
Pioneer Post Cards in 1957, This, like the original, is an il- 
Lustrated catalog of mailing cards by type and subject, 





Chernoff, George and Hershel B, Sabin 
Photography and the Law, American Photographic Book 
Publishing Co., Inc, Garden City Pooks, 1958, 1.95 


A straightforward digest of some legal aspects of photography as 
they affect the photographer, While these legal questions do not 
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BOOK REVIEWS (continued) 
Photography and the Law 


beset the photo-librarian, it seems important that we who handle 
photozraphs shovld know ebout some of the basic lefal problems 
that plague the cameraman, This is ea small paperback written 

in question-and-answer style, The subjects discussed include 
the ownership of negatives, the right of privacy, copyright and 
"releases", | 


Dudley, Dorothy H, and Irma Bezold 
Museum Registration Methods, Washington, D. C., The American 
Association of Museums, 1958. “7.50 


Many manuals are written by authors who have performed few of 
the procedures described, They may be lucid in their exposition 
but invariably the texts have a second-hand quality; the infor- 
mation is warmed over and the tang of separate ingredients that 
make up the whole of a method is lost, 





This handbook is different, Hach chapter was written by someone 
on the spot, someone who had developed the methods he described, 
wrestling with problems from a professional point of view, ex- 
perimenting, making mistakes and finally achieving a practical 
application of his ideas, 


Miss Dudley, resistrear at the Museum of Modern Art, and Miss 
Bezold, registrar at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, have edited 
the whole to produce a smooth continuity of arrangment,. The 
contents cover techniques by which each object, print, work of 
art or artifact becomes an integral part of a museum's collection, 
In detail the text follows the handling of each object from the 
moment of acquisition, identification and registration to its 
later travels as a loan to other institutions, 


Classifying paintings, drawings and prints by media, Cataloging 
prints in the Museum of Modern Art, Accession records in a.- 
historical museum, Measuring and marking objects, are a few of 
the 22 articles that are of specific interest to picture 
librarians, Glossaries throughout help standardize terminolories 
such as those used to describe the condition of an item, A ten-— 
page comparative chart of the types of coloring mediums, brushes, 
pens and adhesives employed to mark objects, prints, etc., gives 
much needed information, 


The illustrations were made with one end in view - clarification 
of steps in each procedure, Charts, reproductions of forms, 
indexes and catalog cards join with photographs of packing and 
storage equipment to fill in what the text leaves unsaid, 


Those who are faced with the organization of pictures, prints 
and photographs are urged to consult this manual, It is a good 
springboard for the development of methods that would be 
practicable in the handling of pictorial archives, This is an 
invaluable pooling of the experiences of many museum staff 
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ROOK REVINWS (continued) 
Museum Registration Methods 


members in the organization of materials other then books, It 
indicates the hich calibre of performance of these registrars 
and: librarians who in many instances pioncered in this field, 


Faison, S, Lane, Jr. 
A Gride to the Art Museums of New England, New York, 
Harcourt, 1958, ‘5,00 


A compact book proportioned like a road map to accompany the 
tourist, it points out the major holdines of sixty museums of 
this region, Chatty and informal, it does not patronize the 
reader end presents judements and facts that stimulate a desire 
to seek out each work of art. There are over }}00 illustrations 
to emphasize what lies ahead, By an admirable selective listing 
of the treasures of each museum, the author inadvertently reveals 
subject sources of pictures of the originals, thus making this 
small euide a useful tool for the picture researcher, 


Freedley, George 

The 26 Principal Theatre Collections in American Libraries 
and Museums, Pulletin of The New York Public Library July 1958, 
Vol, 62, Number 7 pp 319-329, 


This is a list of these collections with detailed annotations and 
emphasis on rarities "to suegest the qualities of the collections 
described," While it is a preliminary report and a full volume 
is plenned for future publication, this article covers the sube 
ject so thoroughly thet it should be read by all those concerned 
with pictorial archives, The collections described include re- 
sources on the Circus and the Cinema, RI 


Freidel, Frank, 


The Splendid Little War, 31): p. Boston, Little, Brown & Co,, 
c1958, 58.50. 


This history of the Spanish-American War of 1898 comes as a welcome 
change from the scores of books about the Civil War, It presents 

a lively, readable narrative with a wealth of information thought- 
fully interpreted by a professor at Harvard University, But the 
photoeraphs, more than 260 of them, together with 50 illustrations 
from art works, cartoons, and charts, carry home the point that 
this was surely a most unsplendid little war, 





The illustrations and the text are so skilfully blended that the 
reader will not know whether the one or the other is primary in 
this work, Although many of the scenes are familiar, such as 
the wreck of the battleship "Maine", Teddy and his Rough Riders, 
Admiral Dewey aboard the "Olympia", mony others are new, Mere 
we see William Jennings Bryan, colonel of a Nebraska regiment; 
men in the camps or on shipboard snatching a few moments for 
reading their mail or washin: their clothes; the correspondents; 
the Nesro troops of the Tenth Cavalry; Spantsh prisoners and 
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BOOK REVIEWS (continued) 
The Splendid Little War 


Cuban refugees; the wounded and the dead; councils of war and 

tent cities; sharpshooters, batteries in action, balloon recon- 
naissance, transports and gunboats; tropical jungles and corduroy 
roads; burnings villages, field hospitals, and always the soldiers, . 
dirty, homesick, suffering from fever and dysentery as well as 
from wounds, and hectored by mosquitoes and crabs, 


Not only are the pictures well chosen, they are carefully documented 
and accurately described in a manner that is too often lacking in 
pictorial histories of militarv conflicts, Furthermore, the 
photographs are individually cited as to source which heichtens 
the reference value of the volume, One mizht wish that the pub- 
lishers had achieved a better quality of reproduction, Librarians 
will certainly regret omission of an over-all index to the subject 
content of the book, 

-Josephine Cobb 

Chief Archivist, Still Picture Section 
The National Archives 


Kass, Benjamin 

The Complete Guide to Free Prints, including a complete section 
on easy-toemake, low-cost framing by Elaine Repp. New York, 
Citadel Press, 1958. $2.00 


This paperback reached such wide distribution that agencies which 
supply occasional requests for free pictures as a public relations 
mesture were overwhelmed, One large travel egency famous for its 
lithographed posters had a year's supply entirely exhausted in 
one week, 


In preparing this book the author did not check with the sources, 
The result is that many of these free sources made strong objec=- 
tions and may discontinue their free offers, 


The ‘eathor lists color reproductions issued by public relations 
departments of trade organizations and large firms such as the 
Abbott Laboratories which issued color prints of paintings used 
in their house organs, 


Sources of Free and Inexpensive “ducational Materials, 192 p. 
Chicago, Field Enterprises “ducational Corp., Merchandise 
fart Plaza, 1958, $5.00 


Rarely does one meet as much general enthusiasm about a "guide to" 
as that which greeted the first edition of this Field publication, 
The new edition is canse for continued enthusiasm, It is a fine 
job of revision and the major share of credit roes to Miss Mary 
Jane Pailey and Mr, Joseph P, Spohn, senior editor of The World 
Book Iincyclopedia, The guide is primarily a selected listing 

of firms, organizations, governmental agencies and institutions 
that include among their publications teaching aids of all sorts, 
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BOOK REVIEWS (continued) 
Sources of Free and Inexpensive HEducetional Materials 


Arranged alphabetically by name, it gives full addresses, 
catalog prices, subjects covered and the cost of the inexpensive 
items, This name register is followed by a specific subject 
index, 


Although the "free and inexpensive" is stressed, it is obvious 
that original photorraphs were used for the production of the 
cheap prints, The same sources in almost all instances can also 
supply better pictures at a higher cost, 


In work with the general public this guide answers most inquiries 
about where to buy or obtain cheap pictorial material, For the 
beginning picture librarian and picture researcher, this is an 
invaluable general survey of the picture publishing field and 
standard picture sources, 

-RJ 


CHICAGO PHOTOGRAPHERS 


Mrs, Paul Rhymer, Curator of Prints, Chicago Historical Society, 
reports that the Society has compiled a directory of Chicago 
photoeraphers from the classified sections of the city directories 
for the years 187-8 through 1900, Although this material was 
assembled primarily to answer the Society's own needs in dating 
local photographs, orders for single copies, postage prepaid, 

will be filled upon receipt of $1.30. Address Chicago Historical 
Society, North Avenue and Clark Street, Chicaso ll, Illinois, 


LIBRARY OF CONGRESS ACQUISITIONS 


The Prints and Photorraphs Division of LC reports the receipt of 
the final installment of Harris & Ewing's photographic negatives: 
12,000 news photos made in Washington during World War I, as well 
as portraits of people prominent in Washington public life during 
1900-1950. Other 1958 acquisitions include an 1858 photograph 

of Lincoln by Alexander Hasler; a photosraphic survey of Frazilian 
art; and 110 American historical prints, One thousand Mathew Brady 
slass negatives have been copied on film from which prints may be 
ordered through LC's photo-duplicating service, A classified file 
of pictorial Lincolniana has been prepared for the Lincoln ses- 
quicentenary. (LC Information Bulletin, Vol. 17, #29, July 

21, 1958, p.373) 


BEFORE MADISON AVENUE 





Sixty-six advertising posters sent in for copyright between 1837 
and 1876 were displayed at the Library of Congress from November 6 
to December 31, 1958. "Nineteenth Century American Salesmanship" 
is the title of the show which is later to tour the country under 
the auspices of the Traveling Exhibit Service of the Smithsonian 
Institution, The posters reveal that all current devices of 
modern advertising are not new: prestige appeal, before and after 
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pictures, testimonials, comparison with other manufacturers! 
products --all were used long before the man in the srav flannel 
svit arrived on the scene, There *s even & picture of ladies 
using the new "home washing machine and wringer" while ettired 
in their most elseant gowns} 


CIVIL WAR ART FOUND 


A collection of original battlefield sketches and field notebooks 
of the Civil War artist Alexender Simplot has been accuired by 
the Wisconsin Historical Society. A cift of the artist's crand- 
son, Raymond Simplot, who found the material in a Madison 
Wisconsin, garage, the sketches were made between April 1861 and 
Januery 1863 of events in the conflict alone the Mississippi 
River. Simplot did the sketches for Harper's Weekly, 





PICTURES OF OLD SOUTY WANTED 


Hernett T, Kane, well-known author, whose latest publicetion is 
The Southern Christmas Book (McKay) is seeking deta on old prints 
and drawings relating to the South from colonial days to the 

end of the Civil War, Sucrestions regarding sources may be 
addressed to Mr, Kane at 5919 Freret Street, New Orleans 15, 
Louisiana, 





JEFFERSON MINIATURE RETURNED 70 MONTICELLO 


A miniature of Thomas Jefferson, absent from Monticello since 

the last of the Jefferson family vacated the house in 1829, has 
been acquired by the musevm there, It is one of three miniatures 
made by John Trumbull from his larger work, "Declaration of 
Independence" wich was e life portrait of the third President, 
It »eloneed to Jefferson's wife, Martha, Another is now in the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art; the third was given to Maria Cosway, 
wife of the Enclish miniaturist, 


INFINITY 


The editors of PICTURESCOPE thank David Linton, president of the 
American Society of Magazine Photographers, for the December 1958 
issue of the Society's publication, Infinity, which was mailed 

to our members, Devoted senerally to the problems of the presere- 
vation of photographs and other pictures and particularly to the 
rescue of the masses of photorraphic negatives in denzer of being 
lost forever, this issue contains articles by Daniel Jones, Pavl 
Vanderbilt, David Zines and others pointing up the necessity of 
even sreater effort on the part of those who would preserve the 
American pictorial heritare, 


Publications like PICTURZSCOPE are credited with achievement in 
this direction, Several Picture Division members who have dedi- 
cated themselves to preserving the records of our photocraphic 
past are mentioned: Josephine Cobb, Grace Mayer, Dr, Edgar 
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TNFINITY (continued) 


Breitenbach, 


This year, for the first time, subscriptions to Infinity have been 
made available to a wide public, It is published ten ttnes a year, 
Annual subscription 52,50, American Society of Macazine Photog- 
raphers, Inc,, 1:72 Broadway, New York 36, New York, 


DOCUMENTATION IN THE MAKING 


Patrolman Richard F, Kenehan is the first men to be employed as 
a departmental artist by the New York City Police Department, 
Nis duties are to draw portrsits of suspects based on eyewitness 
descriptions, Much time, patience end use of the eraser are 
required to make a sketch from a witness's hesitant description 
of a person he may have seen only fleetingly. However, many 

of these portraits have proved important in numerous arrests, 
including two for murder and one for kidnapping. (New York 
Times Magazine, Aucust 2l., 1958, p.7-71) 





SP/GHETTI 


A museum devoted to spazhetti opened recently at Pontedassco, 
above the Italian Riviera, A large collection of photographs, 
drawings, and documents traces every aspect of this basic 
Italian food, There are action photographs of expert spacshetti 
eaters demonstrating correct techniques, papal bulls and other 
decrees regulating the quality of the food as well as pictures 
of some of the earliest machines used in making it, 


WE SEE THAT 


JOUN H, JOUNSON, president of Johnson Pub- 
lishing Company, Cnicaro, has been cited 
for his role in the Negro magazine field . 
and as « civic leader, at the second an- 
nual Freedom fund Dinner,:- sponsored by the 
National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People ..cccee PERNARD KARPEL, librarian, Museum 
of Modern Art, is one of the seven contributors to Modern 
Art: a Pictorial Antholory, edited by Charles McCurdy .ccee. 
GRACE M, MAY&R, curator of prints, Museum of the City of 
New York, assisted Edward Steichen in assembling the Museum 
of Modern Art's 300-print exhibition, "70 Photographers Look 
at New York" ...eeee JOHN CHRISTIAN LARSEN of Michican State 
Library sails on March 10th for a whirlwind tour of Sicily, 
Austria, Denmark and Norway, that includes the North Cape 
Coestal trip. We expect him back breathless but enthusiastic 
to take part in Picture Division's prorram at the SLA Con- 
vention in Atlantic City that starts June l, 
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PICTURE DIVISION OFFICERS 1958-1960 


Chairman: Mrs, Alice P. Hook, Ln., Historical & Philosophical 
Society of Ohio, Cincinnati 21, Ohio 
Vice-Chairman: Franziska Gay Schacht, Photo-Ln., Picture Collection, 
(Chairman-Elect ) New York Public Library, N.Y. 18, N.Y. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Mrs, Caroline H. Backlund, Ln.and Head, Picture 
Collection, American Heritage Pub, Co., 551 
Fifth Avenue, N.Y. 17, N.Y. 
Archivist: Louise Leak, First Asst., Picture Collection, N.Y, 
Public Library, N.Y. 18, N. Y. 


COMMITTEE CHATRMEN: : . 
Directory: Mrs, Helen Faye, Picture Ed., Textbook Dept., Harcourt 
Brace & Co,, 720 Third Avenue, N.Y. 17, N.Y.° 
Editor, PICTURESCOPE: Mrs, Minna H. Breuer, 13 Melrose Avenue, 
. Albany 3, N.Y. 
Membership: C, Eugene Hoyt, Ln., Dell Pub. Co., 750 Third Ave, | 
| Bo¥s 17, EY , 
Ethics: Marjory Douglas, Curator, Missouri Historical Soc,, 
St. Louis 12, Mo, 
Convention Coordinator: Dorothy H, Litchfield, Head, Print & 
i Picture Dept., Free Librarv of Phila,, Phila, 3, Pa, 
Convention Program: Franziska Schacht 
SOth Anniversary: Mildred Joy, Chief Ln., NEC, 30 Rockefeller 
Plaza, N.Y. 20, N.Y. : 


NEW YORK PICTURE GROUP OFFICERS 1958-1959 


Chairman:. Pearl Moeller, Supervisor, Photo Svcs,, Museum of Modern Art 
Vice-Chairman: Richard Farrar, Ln, Art Library, NBC 
Secretary: Wanda Y,. Manton, Culver Service 


WASHINGTON, D.C, PICTURE GROUP OFFICERS 1958-1959 


Chairman: Joe Doan Thomas, Still Pictures, National Archives | 
Vice-Chairman: Eleanor Mitchell, People to People Program 
Secretary-Treasurer: Virginia Daiker, Prints & Photos Division, 
Library of Congress 
PICTURES 
PICTURESCOPE: Issued quarterly as a Newsletter free to 
members of the PICTURE DIVISTON of the 
Special Libraries Association, 31 East 
10th Street, New York 3, N. Yo 


Subscription for non-members is %2,00 a year, Enclosed find check (pay- 


Please 


fill in this form, clip and mail to: able to Caroline Backlund) 
or stamps for %$2,00 . for 


Mrs, Caroline H, Backlund one year's subscription to 


American Heritage Pub, Co, 
551 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. 17, N. Y. 
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Organization 





Address 











